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Our first full year of operation following the completion of 
the last construction project saw the successful resumption 
of programs and services.  

Visits to the library showed the greatest increase over past 
years. Library use goes far beyond checking out books. To-
day’s patrons make extensive use of workstations accessing 
the Internet, information databases and office applications. 
New spaces such as the Quiet Study, Group Study and As-
sisted Study rooms have had steady use as well. Our web-
site had as many visitors throughout the year as we had 
walk-in visits for a daily average of 550 per day in both 
venues. 

Interlibrary loan materials are a significant part of what we 
circulated. This popular service has been enhanced by pa-
trons being able to place their own requests for materials in 
our shared online catalog and through Michigan Library 
Exchange (MiLE). MiLE includes the book collections aca-
demic and special libraries as well as public libraries outside 
of our shared system. 

Attendance at Children’s programs has returned to pre-
construction levels. In addition to traditional story times 
and craft programs we have begun screenings of feature 
films, both contemporary and classic titles. A broader range 
of programs for adults and young adults has been on offer 
as well. These have included introductory computer classes, 
lectures, and special interest topics such as Duct Tape Craft 
for Teens (who knew it comes in so many colors). In a joint 
effort with the Waterford Cultural Council, we presented 
“An Evening With Thomas Lynch.” The Michigan author 
and poet shared his experiences as a writer and readings 
from his most recent book. 

It has been an exciting year.  

From the Director 
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