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The year started very well with the opening of our branch 
library in its new location – on the Leggett Campus adja-
cent to the Waterford Senior Center. At four times the floor 
space of our previous location we can offer a greater range 
of services, including Internet access. An afternoon story 
time and craft program was offered here in the fall as well. 
Use has steadily increased over the year.  

With the relocation of our branch library we also rolled out 
Express Checkout service. Patrons can use this station to 
checkout their own materials. The Leggett Branch served 
as the pilot project for developing this service. By mid-
summer we were able to offer it at Main as well. The use of 
this service counts for about 30%, on average, of our total 
circulation. 

A companion component of the Express Checkout service is 
the implementation of Radio Frequency ID tags to track 
the Library’s stock of materials. The computer chip on each 
tag is linked to the item record. Reader pads can scan a 
stack of materials for checkout as opposed to scanning each 
item’s barcode. Staff made a concerted effort, with help 
from members of the Friends of the Library, to complete 
tagging our collection of 130,000+ items at Main in 6 
months.  

Service developments this year also included 24/7 Auto-
mated Phone Renewal. Patrons can call our 800-number to 
renew items over the phone at any time, day or night.  

The first annual Sumera Poetry Fest was held in April as 
part of our celebration of National Poetry Month. Poet and 
teacher, Margo LaGattuta, shared her experience as a pub-
lished poet and read several of her works. This program is in 
memory of  Annabelle Sumera, a poet and benefactor of the 
library.  

From the Director 

2007 2006 2005 2004 2003

BRANCH

M AIN
0

100,000

200,000

300,000

400,000

500,000

600,000

LIBRARY VISITS

BRANCH 34,363 15,626 16,385 20,080 18,663

WEB 252,019 206,364 199,307 132,531 124,483

M AIN 230,090 217,720 199,791 158,326 177,901

COM BINED 516,472 439,710 415,483 310,937 321,047
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OUTREACH  6,411  5,464 6,170 5,278 6,961

BRANCH  34,750  31,848 34,490 51,374 45,687

M AIN  354,743  334,892 316,404 258,357 315,909

COM BINED  395,904  372,204 357,064 315,009 368,557
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REFERENCE REQUESTS

BRANCH  3,905  1,596  1,522  1,776  1,442 

CHILDREN'S  14,622  17,008  27,520  22,669  22,670 

ADULTS'  33,292  37,411  52,346  43,676  45,505 
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